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Newsletter
Thank You !

YES! BANK IT is STILL making a
DIFFERENCE!
STILL HELPING ALVA!
Yes, its true, we have
been a little light on running ads in the newspaper
and slow on processing
the newsletters, but folks,
Bank It is more alive than
EVER! We raised almost
$16,000 for our Neighbors
in Need last Christmas
season and are proud to
say that since Bank It was
created, the CommUNITY
has donated over
$140,000 to help our organizations in need, future projects and our
families in crisis! Talk

about a cycle of generosity! If you receive this
newsletter, you are already a believer in this
awesome non-profit organization. But there are
still many citizens of Alva
who have not yet heard of
Bank It or who do not
fully understand what
this program is all about.
Please feel free to share
this newsletter with family members, church
members or any other
friends. We love to share
our program with you. If
you know of or are part of

any other local organization with a mission to
help others, please give
us a call and we would
love to discuss this program and how we can
help your organization
meet its needs as well as
the needs of this great
community. We are
available to present
Bank It to your organization. Call Magen today
for more information
580-716-1198. Continue
reading to find out all
the excited accomplishments Bank It as made!
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Bank It raises
over $140,000
for Alva projects!
Neighbors in
Need Success,
December 2012
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Creature Concerns Success,
March 2012

2

Bank It for Sum- 3
mer Youth Programs!
Bank It: How it
works
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Thank You to
our local
Banks!
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REMAINING
2013
CommUNITY
Visions:
July– September
Woods County Fire
Departments
Above: Bank It Boards Members Kirk Trekell and Kendra
Schnebel present a check to the Alva Wesleyan Food Bank following the 2012 Neighbors in Need Vision.

October-December
Neighbors in Need
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October, November, December 2012

Bank’d It for Neighbors in Need
Alva Wesleyan Food Bank

We are always in
need of canned items
and holiday season
items. Thanks to
Bank It, we can help
meet the needs of
our great community.
-John Smith

Join the
CommUNITY
Vision!

During the months of October, November, and December of 2012, Bank It raised funds and awareness for the Alva Wesleyan Food Bank. This great
organization provides food for families all over this
area. Community members in need may come
gather food for their families at no cost to them.
The number of Alva citizen utilizing this program is
so great, that the food bank needed some help
making sure all those families received the valuable food they needed. Alva CommUNITY members rallied behind this organization and donated
over $15,000. Once funds were allocated between
the Growth Fund (15%) and the Rainy Day Fund
(20%) the Food Bank received a check from Bank
It (and the awesome supporters) for $10,291.26.
This will help them meet their needs throughout the
2013 year. This commUNITY vision has been selected to be an annual Vision, as long as the need
is there. Bank It is proud to support great organizations like our Neighbors in Need, Alva Wesleyan
Food Bank.
Bank It Board Member, Kendra
Schnebel presents a check to
John Smith and staff of The
Alva Wesleyan Food Bank following the 2012 Neighbors In
Need vision.

January, February, March 2013

Bank’d It for CREATURE CONCERNS!
Creature Concerns is an
AWESOME organization.
I live on a farm outside of
Alva and we had an injured Great Horned Owl.
I called Lisa McMurphy
from Creature Concerns
and they showed up that
morning to capture the
owl and re-habilitate it.
They worked for a week
trying to nurse it back to
health, and finally decided to ask for help from
another wildlife rehabilitation facility. They
helped us transport the
owl to a new location. It
is refreshing to have an
organization who cares
so passionately for animals.
-Magen Shelton

During the months of January, February and March of 2013, Bank It raised funds and
awareness for Creature Concerns, Inc. This is an animal welfare and advocacy organization established to help animals in need in our area. They encourage spaying
and neutering of pets to reduce overpopulation, they assist injured wildlife by stabilizing them and transporting them to licensed rehabilitators, and provide foster homes
and medical care for needy animals until they can find them a ‘forever home’. When
they cannot care for the animals
themselves, they provide transport to other organizations who
can. Bank It raised over $13,000
this quarter and after fund allocation, the organization received
$8,503.95 to help with costs of
continuing to support our community's needs.
Bank It Board Members, Kirk
Trekell, Magen Shelton, Cathy
Brown, Halah Simon and Kendra
Schnebel present a check to Lisa
McMurphy of Creature Concerns.
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Bank It for Summer YOUTH Programs!
April, May June 2013
Bank It is extremely excited to introduce the 2nd
Quarter CommUNITY Vision! Summer YOUTH Programs. These programs include:
· the Alva Public Library Summer Youth Reading
Program.
· Alva Recreation Complex Summer Youth Activities.
· Friends of Youth Expo Day
These awesome organizations support and nurture
our youth as they participate in activities throughout
the summer. The Alva Public Library is planning a
“Dig into Reading” summer program with the theme
of dinosaurs and fossils. The program is free to all
school age children and lasts the entire month of
June. The Alva Recreation Complex (ARC) is planning summer t-ball, baseball, softball and arts and
crafts. All grade school students are encouraged to
sign up for these fun activities. The Friends of Youth

Expo has developed a youth program that is an all
day event at the Woods County Fairgrounds on June
21, 2013 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. School age kids ranging from kindergarten to 8th grade are invited to
come receive a full day of hands on learning and activities based around our natural environment. All
things pertaining to nature and animals will be offered
in a classroom/station set up. Each year, students
and children from all over northwest Oklahoma come
to participate in this educational outdoor classroom.
So visit your local DONATION LOCATION
and Donate TODAY!

Donation Locations
Alva State Bank, BancCentral, NA
Community Bank, High Plains Bank,
Hopeton State Bank

Creating a Habit of Helping!
The theory behind this program is
for each person in Alva to donate
small amounts (at their local financial institution) that will go
towards the benefit of other local
area small organizations that work
diligently to support our incredible
community. The neat part about
this idea is that community members can donate when they deposit
their paychecks at their local
banks. Citizens can hold out, say
5 dollars and tell the cashier or
teller to ‘donate that to Bank It’.
Each quarter, new organizations
in need will be highlighted while
funds and support will be generated for them. This program is
completely unique to Alva, as it
was founded here by Leadership
Northwest Oklahoma (LNWOK)
Class II in 2011. It is unlikely you
will find another community in the
world, with financial institutions
willing to support a program by
matching funds donated at their
locations.
Each quarter, Bank It selects a
new CommUNITY Vision. In order
to be selected as a CommUNITY

Vision for the next year, applications must be approved, and interviews with presentations are mandatory. Bank It wishes to maintain
that the organizations selected are
really giving back to this community
and therefore future plans must
explained in detail to the Bank It
Board of Directors. Not only is Bank
It focusing on the here and now,
with quarterly CommUNITY Visions,
but they are also “Banking on Alva’s
Future”. When the LNWOK Class II
founded this program, they felt it
was very important to set aside
funds for Alva’s future. With the
Share Trust Foundation as a role
model, the founding board decided
on a Growth Fund for future projects, and a Rainy Day Fund for
families in crisis. 15% of all funds
donated are allocated to the Growth
Fund. 20% of all funds donated are
allocated to the Rainy Day Fund.
Already, Bank It has helped several
needy families with high summer
utility bills, bills resulting from accidental death of family members,
medical bills, and funeral costs.
When tragedy strikes our small

commUNITY, Bank It wants to be here
to help. This is something the board
of directors is very passionate about.
The remaining 65% of all funds donated go directly to the CommUNITY
Vision. No funds are used for administrative fees, and all funds remain in
Alva, FOR Alva.
Bank It is just trying to create a
‘HABIT OF HELPING’. Trying to create
an avenue for helping others that is
both convenient, and well organized.
Bank It is not asking for large sums of
money (although we won’t turn anything down) Just a couple of dollars
each time you visit your financial institution. And it’s also tax deductible.
So next time you hear someone ask
about Bank It, share this one-of-akind non profit organization with
them. “Yes, it’s a great program; I give
$5 a month to it!”
Tax Deduction: Bank It is set up to accept
donations as a tax deduction through Communities Foundation of Oklahoma. If you are
interested in donating to Bank It as a tax
deduction simply stop by any Donation Location and make your check payable to
Bank It/CFOK.
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Bank It:
A Habit of
Helping
Foundation
www.ahabitofhelping.com

Facebook:
Northwest Bank IT
Phone: 580-716-1198
Email: nwbankit@gmail.com

Bank It Board of Directors:
Back Row: Kendra Schnebel, Magen Shelton, Halah Simon, Tasha Hamil
Front Row: Cathy Brown, Kirk Trekell, Christie Kornele

Creating a Habit of Helping in NW Oklahoma

Join the CommUNITY Visions!
Stop by any of the following financial institutions!

Your Community Banks
Support Bank It!
Member FDIC
Member FDIC

Member FDIC

Member FDIC

Don’t Forget… some have pledged to match a portion
of the funds donated!
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